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ducats within this year, if it be any way possible, and if you
will not have patience with us for the entire debt. Our grati-
tude will be greater should you give us one year's time for
the whole sum. Yet it will be no less if you will content your-
self with the two hundred ducats I will say no more, save
that Cosimo and I commend ourselves earnestly to your mag-
nificence.

Your cousin and sister,

MARIA SALVIATI DE' MEDICI."

At length, when Maria had been a widow for ten years, and
when her son Cosimo was seventeen and a half years old, there
occurred in January 1537 Duke Alessandro's sudden assassi-
nation ; 10 whereupon her son suddenly, and without consult-
ing her, made his bold bid for power.31 His mother liked
neither the thing itself nor his methods, and endeavoured to
persuade him to abandon the course on which he had em-
barked, which greatly enraged him. And the cruelty which
a few months later he displayed against those who had op-
posed him still more deeply pained his gentle-spirited and
high-minded mother, strengthening her strong disapproval of
his whole couise of action. This caused a complete estrange-
ment between them; from the time he became Duke of Flor-
ence he never went near her; and she suffered many things
from his harsh and unlovely disposition. On her son becoming
head of the State, she removed from Trebbia to the villa at
Castello, where her husband had lived as a boy, and there
resided during the remaining six years of her life, seldom see-
ing any one, and devoting herself to religion and good works.
Her son's conduct was the last drop of sadness in a life which
had been always sad; while we are told that Cosimo displayed
towards her "such an utter want of affection that even when
she was lying ill at the villa of Castello, and he was shooting
in the vicinity, he could hardly be persuaded to relinquish
the pleasures of the chase for a single day to visit her on her
death-bed." A few days later her gentle spirit passed away.

Maria Salviati died at Castello in 1543, six years after her